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her aunt, the other from the minister CEyras. The latter
conjured her to return to Lisbon as quickly as possible, by
sea or by land; he assured her that on her arrival she
would be put in possession of all her fortune, and that she
might publicly mam- the Comte Al	. He sent her a
note for twenty million reis. As I was not aware of the
small value of this money, I was in ecstasies; but Pauline
laughingly told me that the twenty millions were only worth
two thousand pounds sterling, which sum would insure her
travelling like a duchess. CEyras said that if she decided to
go by sea, she had but to tell Monsieur de Saa, the Portu-
guese ambassador, and a frigate which was stationed at one
of the English ports would be placed at her disposal. She
would not hear of the frigate, or of de Saa, and was very
indignant at QEyras having sent her the note, for, she said,
it meant he supposed her to be in need of money.
Pauline was rich, and generous, judging from the ring
she forced on me when she was, so to speak, in poverty.
She certainly did not rely on my providing for her, though
she knew I would never abandon her. I am sure she thought
I was wealthy, and I never undeceived her.
We passed our last days together, drowned in grief. We
looked at each other without daring to speak; we sat down
to table, without being able to eat; we went to bed, without
being able to sleep.
I accompanied her to Calais. We left London on the
loth of August, only stopping at Dover for an hour or so.
On the 12th of August she left me, taking with her my
faithful Clairmont, whose escort I had induced her to
accept as far as Madrid.
'One thing I will ask of you,3 she said, cand that is, never
to come to Lisbon, unless I should ask you to do so. I need
not give you rny reasons. You "will understand that you
must not trouble my peace. I could not be wicked without
becoming unhappy, and loving me as you do, would you be
•the instrument of my undoing? Believe me, I shall try to
persuade myself that I have lived with you as your wifea

